
Special 
Characters 

? Matches 1 or 0 occurrences  

* Matches 0 or more occurrences  

+ Matches 1 or more occurrences 

{n} Matches exactly n occurrences 

{n, m} Matches at least n but not more than m occurrences 

^ Matches anything NOT in the character class 

. Matches any character, except a line terminator 

\ Escape special characters (e.g. \+ will find the “+” character”) 

(…) Group things together 

Character 
classes 

\d Matches any digit 

\D Matches any non-digit 

\n Matches new line 

\s Matches whitespace character 

\S Matches non-whitespace character 

\w Matches word character  (a-z, A-Z, or 0-9) 

\W Matches non-word character 

Boundaries ^ Matches the beginning of a line 

$ Matches the end of a line 

\b Matches a word boundary (end of a sequence of word 
characters) 

\B Matches a non-word boundary 

 


